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b-; diſputing expreſs commands, fo ork 


- {afrer this manner the Ser rpent bel 


guiled Ewe s And by this means} # the 
| [the Manof God, that was {ent rol Fitug 
Af [Bethel, was berrayed 70. believe a 
E.-[lye, 1 K:m..13. No Comma 


[us againſt Wo hs Orders. 
{Hand and Se 
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of God for his ſecurity, Believe not 
the 2atter, for the ſans lake, 
| but the 2a for the Aatters ſake: 
1Ifwe pin'onr Faith npon another 


Mans ſleeve, we know not wht- 
ther it may be carried ; *Tis not 
good to be too credulous , left|F 
1ometimes we be couzened : Th 
all things; and bold fa#t what is goody 
Is the precept of St. Paul, 1 Theſ.| 
[5.2T. 

f: How curious arc Men 1n te- 
ceiving of Money > A Man will 
tell Money after his own Farhety| 
and if any piece be ſuſpicious] 
We rura it, and wind it, and ring 


{ 
C t 
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' Flic, and rub it, and ſmell to it, and 


{cover the Coynto be counterfeit. 


[reaſon to be curious about thoſe 


[F\may we) 4eliewe not therefore e- 
ery aps? that pretends tothe Spi- 


{And for our better direQtion in 
|their diſcovery ; Theſe following 
Rules may be very uſctull, 


; — 


dj aoarn#t Seducers, 
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ſhewit to the by-ftanders, and it 
may be- carry it to the Gold- 
ſmith, to try and touch 1t, nor | 
care We whole Image and Super- 
ſcriptiop it bears, it once we dif-. 


And have we-not much. more 


things that do belong to the good | 
of our Souls > Follow therefore 
in this caſe, the advice of St, Johzs 
1 Epiſt, 4. 1. Many falſe Prophets 
gre gone forth, {aith he, (and ſo 


it, but ry what Spirit they are of. 


C2 Rules 


52 A Caveat 


"Rules for the Tryal of falſe-Pro- | 
bes N zþ -phets. Rule E2-5 W. bl 


[Irſt, They that come pot 17 by thi f |... 
Ko door, are Theewves and Robbers, || 
John 10. 1. It ts*fpokerthere of | 
falfe Chriſts; but-'it holds true 
alſo, of falſe Prophets,and by this 
door1 undetſtand a lawful call ian, 
normay afy/Man take upon him 
ro bea Meffenger6f God, unicis 
[he be faitly called ro. ;' And if] |.- 
any” Man pretend: to a Afiſ/zon,|f[: 

and can produce no Cortmiſſion 
for what he doth, he 1s but a De- 
| ceiver. _—_ 4% Hp 
- Tdonotdeny, but that a Man 
niay be truely a Ptophet' and yet 
he may be a falſe Prophet ;' he 
may be truely a Prophet, in regard 
of the lawfulncts of his calling 

{and yet hemaybea fa/ſeProphet\F| 
inregard of the 11] A.” oo, 

Dl | 


. 
. SY th. 
—_ f 


{upon-hisown Ercand, The Lord 
\ſent them, orat leaſt not on thar 


rands, it is either by the ordinary 
{| way of impoſition of thoſe reve- 
| |\rend hands, in waich Chriſt hath 


— 


_ ——_—_— 


apainſt Seaucers. be 53, 


[his-dury ;. and therefore I do nor 
[fay; that! a lawfull calling ; is e- 
[nough to argue the. Truth of a 
Mans Doctrine ; But this I fay, 
Ithat:the want of a lawfu!l calling 
lis enough to {prove the falſhogd 
of the perſon. Wo ſent thee 2,0r 
who ware thee. a Miniſter? Is. a 
needtull queſtion 3 For if 'any 
Man come in-his own Name, it|- 
is to-be doubted, that he' comes 


complains of ſome that ſpate les 
m his Name, and he never ſent them, 
ler, 14. 24. It they. ſpeak hes, 
we may. be {ure that he never 


Errand ; and if he ſent them nor, 
waat can we expect, but lies from 
them > 


If God ſend any.upon his Er- 


3 1n- 


— 
-——o—_—_— 
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| whomſoeyer he ſends this way, he 


{for the perſwading - of them- 
{ ſelves, bur -alfo he indues them] 
| with power ſufficient for the per-|{| | 


| boye the reach 'of Men, or (Pe- 
{ vis, and for the doing of: fuch 


|-alfo, that they are ſent of 'God, 
{ Theſe are Gods wayes, and who- 


| may ſafely conclude that God ne- 


cm, 


4  - A Caveat - 


[intruſted that power for the good 


of his Church ;/ or elſe 't1s' by 
the way extraordinary : Now 


doth not onely youchſafe-unto 
them ſome - xa Revelation, 


forming of '{uch works as are a- 


things, as may carry Authority 
with them , to convince others 


ever they be that pretend to be 
fent of God,and yet cannot make 
it out by one of theſe wayes, we 


ver {entrhem, aplef it be to prove 


the ſincerity of our Love, as it 15 {aid} * 
of the falfeProphet, Deut. 13. 3: | 
or elſe for a puniſhment to a bar-}j 


Ten 


Lt i. os 4 


F againſt Seducers. ""." A 


% 
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zen, and wanton Nation ; and if 
{like /ezabel, REv.'2. 20. they call 
themſelves Prophets upon their 
own account, we may call them 
Seaducers., | | 
. Secondly, They that can 1ndure 
Ino ſup*iority in the Church, are ſuſ- 
f [piczo p2rſons, The ground of 
J |this; I have from St, Jude, for he 
complains of ſome dangerous 
jMen, that were inhisdayes, and 
jamongſt other their ill qualities, 
| which he there reckons up ; he 
{{aith, That they did deſpiſe Do- 
|#21n1005 . and (peak evil of Dignt- 
tes, verl, 8. And he denounceth 
2 woe againſt them for being 
cruel, like Carz, and, covetous , 
like Balaams, and feditious, like 
Corab, verſ. 11, It ſhould ſeem 
| by St. Jade, thatthey were facti-| 
| ous dt{turbers of that comly Or- 
$ | der, wiich God had ſettled in his 
..| Church ;. for though by: Domi-| 
4 71085; 
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| [2220785, verl. 8. WE may-under- 
{ſtand the C:zwvzl Power, yet reaſon 


[ties and Eminencies in the Church 


;| Goſpel; for this was the heart- 


| equall the Lewite with the Preeſt,and 


| pear by Numb. 16. 7,9, T0. Thi 


Mi Oo ea £2 v p q 


—— 


—_ 


wills, that by Drgzztzes,we under- 
ſtand the Eccleſraftical Order; how 


in the ga-ſaying of Corah? For if 
there had not 'been ſome Digni- 


of the Chrifiians , even in thoſe 
moſt Primitive Times, as well as 
there were of old in the Church of 
the 7ews,it cannever ſink into my 
head, how it is poſſible for any 
Man to pertih 1n the ya/z-ſay;ng of 
Corah, now in the times of the 


root of Corahs fin, he ſought to 


ſo became fouly guilty of that 
fault, of taking too much upon him, 
of 'which he falſely accuſed o- 
thers; as doth moſt plainly ap- 


elſe could they be ſaid to periſh| 


was the cauſe of thetr pathering toge- 
ther| 


loppoſe Aoſes, as well as Aaron, 


axainſt Ss, edu ers T7 


ther againſt the Lord, verl, 11, Co- 
74h being. but a Lezyte, would 
needs be a Prieft (as if in theſe 
our dayes) he that were but a} 
Presbyter, (hould take upon him 
to be a Biſhop ; this was the maine 
of the matter. Indeed, he did: 


but AZoſes came in only 4y the Ly, 
tor the grand deign lay wao!ly 
againſt Aarop.. , 1 dv not think: 
but that Corah could have been 
contented to:have les Moſes a-! 
lone, if. Loſes would have, been: 
contented to have left Aaron a-- 
lone ; But if 2cſes be like totake:; 
Aarons part, Ad:ſ-s muſt look r5] 
ſhare in Aarops.Portion ; tor 14-: 


ther than.Corah will not oppaſe: 
the Prieſt., he wil opp-te the j 
Prince too and rather than not: 


{trike at. 24oſes alſo; So that Moſes. 
[Was brought in, more for Aaron: 
fake than his own. C'5 And 


jprevail . again't Aaroz, he will | 
| 
| 


hd __ II_ 
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| was againſt him, and the whole 
| deſign was (in all likelihood) 


1 Numb. 16.19, Secalſo Num.16. 
| 5, 11.and Numb, 26, g. and 27, 


{ Arr0z reacheth ro Moſes too, and 


— 


Andasfor Datbazand Abiram, 
they were mearly drawn in, And 
"tis moſt probable; that Corah ftir- 
red them up againſt 27ofes, chict- 
ly for this end, that he might the 
better ingage them for himſef 
againſt Aaron ; For the main Plot 


contrived by Corah, *twas he that 
was the head of the party, all 
| they did but march under bi C0- 
lours ; not is it called the watter 
of Dathan, but the matter of Corab, 


3. 

Where, by the way, obſerve 
the joynt Intereſt berween Aofes 
and Airoy, The deſign againſt 


the oppoſing of Moſes takes 1n 
Aaropallo. Thus, zo Aaron, 0 
Moſes ;, and if Moſes be like ro. 


= 


| 


againſt Seducers.. 59} | 
fall, Aaroz 1s not like to fland., 
The K:zg and the Preeſhga down; 
together, Lam. 2.6.71 | 
But now ſee the 1ffue of this: 
matter of  Corah.. While Corah: 


[{ought to remove the bounds be-; 


tween the Prieft and the Lewute, 


[there were others, that were as 
tbuſie with the ſame rools to-pull 


down the pale, between the Ze- 
ite and the People, and by laying 
all in commonto bring all to.con-.| 


fufton, If the Lewite will own. 


[no Prieft, the People will own no;| - 
I[Lezzte.z or thus, If the Z2vytes! 


willall be Priess, the People will; 
be ready to think, that they may! 
all as well be Lezutes, and rhat af 
the Congregation are Holy, as well as; 


they, ever every Man of them.. In- 


ſomuch, that now God himftclf | 
was tain to ifterpoſc in the be- 


half. of that Tribe; which he had 
ſer apart for himſelf, and by mi- 


racle 


»— 


t 1.5 


1racle to maintain his own ele. 


_— 


A Caveat 


On, | The miracle was wrought 
in the Rod of. Aaron, with lower, 
ſecond, and-third ftories; for 
though it had of it ſelf neither 
root, nor {ap, yet by the mighty 
power of :God, that Rod only, 
among all the reſt of the Rods, 
budded buds, bloomed bloſſomes, and 
brought forth ripe Almonds, Num, 
17. 8. By which miracle, as 
.God did teſtifie his chuſing, and 
owning of that Tribe, above all 
the: other Tribes, for his own 
more immediate ſervice : So by 
the manner. thereof, . he gave 


Order, and alſo a. Pledge: for Suc- 


are in a degree above buds, and 
Almonds above bloſffomes ; and 
of Succeſſion too ; for buds were 
ready to grow. up into blof{»mes, 


and bloſf.mes to knit and ripen 


ah 


oh — 


——_ 
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them at once, both an Emblem of|' 


ceſſion, of Order, for bloſſomes| 


” 
_ A —_— rr is. —. a a. 


int9 | 


| mw of Order,and a Pledge for Suc- 


, . inſt rl 
| [which wasnot of the {;. ron 1 
' [Tribe of £221, pre- r7. 10. 


| 


- [gatton, 


— 


agatuſt Seducers, 


into Almonds, when the old Al- 
mons were dropt off; And there- 
fore well worthy was this Rod, 
to be laid up in ſtore, and to be 
kept for a token, being an Em- 


PCC ——__—_— —_— 
F 


e/f10n, as WEL as a Teſtimony of the 


of Corah were made broad plates for 
acovering for the Altar, for a memu- 
rial unto the Children of Iſrael, that 
no firanger, which was not of the Seed 
of Aaron, come near to offer Incenſe 
before the Lora, that he be not as Co- 
rah, and as his Company, Numb, 
16.40, So might that Rod allo 
{erve fora memorial, 


that no ſtranger , Fora token a- 


{ume to medle with 


[the things of the Tabernac'e,leaſt| 


By. all which, it ir. be 


GL | 


chotce.of God, Andas the Cepſors| 


he be like that mutinous Congre-| 


wn 


5 


duly| 
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duly. weighed, you may cafily 
judge, if I have not reaſon to {ay, 
That they who can tudure 0 SHupe- 
rzority tn the Church, are ſuſpicious! 
perſons. | 
Thirdly, Rewilers and Oppoſers 
of thoſe Miniſters, and that Miniſtry 
of the Goſpel, which hath been ſettled 
#@ the Church by the Holy Ghoſt tn all 
ages downward, even. from the Apo- 
| ftles dayes, are to be looked upon 4 
| [mpoſtors and Seducers.. | 
{tis no marvel, it Decetvers 
cry out againſt thoſe that are the 
duly Ordained Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, for theſe are the rubs 
that lye in their way, and that 
ſtrike off their Chariot wheels, 
and cauſe them to drive .on their 
deſigns but - heavily : And till 
they can prevail with their fim- 
{ple Auditors to lay theſe atide , 
they will not be able to do any 
feats among them, Are northe 


Mi- 


b— 
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| Foxes ; and 4f-onee 'we-can be 


| pel;all the dates of your life, God 


— ——— 


Or anne 


and to Salt 2 And why fo, unleſs 


to ſecure us from Wolves, .and, 
to preſerve us from Putrefation? 
And experience” makes It good ; 


weary of the Shepherd, as uſeleF, 
or burdenſome, they quickly be- 
come a prey to Wolves, and: 


perſwaded to throw-this Salt into 
a corner, thoſe flyes will quickly: 
be buzzing about our eares,to fill 
our brains with worms, and out' 
minds with rottenneſs, Obſerve 
that paſſage of the Apoſtle, Ephe. 
4. II, 12, 13,14, That you may 
the better rake heed how you 
fleight the Miniſters of the Goſ- 


gave ſome Apoſtles, ©. and forme 


Paſtors, and Teachers, Mark, not| 


againſt Seaucers. 63; - 
Miniſters compared to Shepheras,| 


it be to ſhew what ule they are] 


— 


for when once the Sheep grow: 
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64 | A Caveat 


be Hearers >, But ſome Paſtors and 


Meter » but - amongſt. other 
ends, for this alſo,;that we ſhould 
lnot4e taſſed to-and fro, and carried 
labout, &c 2 verl,; 14. 1t then God 
- [gave Miniſters to; preyent Sedu- 
cErs, we may well account them 
no better than Seducers,that ſhall 
revile or oppgle them., | 
;Fourthly:,.Beware! of thole, 


edinthe Scriptures, and ſet up an) 


God, and way. of Salvation. * 1s 


"— 


all T, eachers, for who then ſhould* 


Teathers, And why hath he. gi- | 
n_ the” Church , Paſtors. and 


Who decline the Word of God reveal-| 


other Rule to walk by, tn the worjhip of | 


his word that is:the Trizth, and 
therefore-to'decline this, anJ1n- 
ſtead thereof to ſerup Tradttrons, 
new Lights,or pretended Revelations, 
is the mark of a. decetiyer.. There 
be many in theſe latter daycs , 
that haye: boaited much. of the 


m—__— 


Spirit, X 


"a 


againſt Seducers.” 65 | | 


Spirit, and pretended to Revela-' 
tions noleſs than Angelical , but 
let them boaſt and pretend what 
they will, $: 2 werbo diſcrepant, 
popu ſunt Evangelice Revelationes, 
ſed Diabolice illuſiones, it they a- 
gree not with the written VVord 
of God, they are no Evangelical 
Revelations, but they are diabo- 
lical deluſjons, ?*T1s the way of 
Chriſts Apoſtles ; that we mult 
walk in, me mult hear them. z. e. 
Believe, Regard, Obey, and fo]- 
low them, and they that do not 
thus hear them, are not. of God, 
and by this we may know the Spirit. of 
Truth, and the Spirit of Erraur , 
I Joh. 4. 6. 

Fifthly, They that are for Drv1- 
ſions and Offences contrary to the Do- 


Arize, which we have learned. from 


the bleſſed Apoſiles, are to be marked 
and avoided ; For they ſerve not 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, bur their| 


own beilies, Rom, 16. 17. If) | 


VOIP + 
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66 A Caveat 
- |--If ir be but Strange Dofrine, 

Heb. 13.94 (with which hereto: 
tore/ we have had no acquain- 
tance) which is brought unto us, 
er-it ftand at the door, and ex- 
|amneiit thorowly; before it be 
letin; andunteſs :it ſhave a good 
certificate, give it no entertain- 


— 


the Spirit, and the bond of - Peace, 
ſaway-with it z for unneceſlary 
Krite;' and  needlets 'divitions, 
haveno agreement 'with'the Spt-1 


|ae leave to acquaint you with a 
paſſage of a Modern Divine, 
,much-to be taken notice of, his 
words are theſe : © Ina Church, 
© where the Doctrine of Salva- 
<« tion by Chriſt only is ſoundly 
|*-and truly taught and reccived; 
<« if any, the moſt ſanftified man 
*inſhew, ſhall reach any thing, 


xit of God. To this purpoſe gtve| 


ſ 
{ 


{ment; bur it it-croſs the. unzty of| | 


< which may tend to make a di- 
| | << yifon, 


”— —— 


£ 
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14 Church.zfuſpe&, and Sec Maſter 


|< of the Earth, than-to be broa- 


|Goſpel. "The Golpel: indeed..isa 


|tan, and from the curſe -of God, 


| Maſters, and Magiſtrates, and 
{Minſers,to a freedome from the 


againſt Seducers. 67. | 


«.yition., or faction, and-to. dis 
& fturþ the Peace of the ;.  -} 


I ; Fr his 
* be jealous thereof: for Leftures 1 


« either its falſe, or on Rem. | 
«if true, yet better be. The Ie. 
« buried as low as the Centre of 


&« ched to- break the Peace and 
bs. Unity of the Church, Thus he, 

. Sixthly,, Beware of, theſe that :pro- 
wiſe Liberty beyandibe hounds of the 


perfe& Dodrine of perfect Li- 
berty, ſhewing us the. ready way' 
how t1 be freed. from,theiterraur 
and -rigour of the Law, from the 
ſervice of fin, and ſhvery of Sa- 


and the wrath to come. But if 
any Manſhall ſtretch this liberty 
to a treedom from Parents, 'and 


Or dis| 


CN — — 


- 
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| Ordinances df G98; to a freedorti 
' {from the Moral Law,asthe'Rule 
| of our Obedience, toa' freedom 
from penitential ſorrows, and 
from! praying-unto iGod: for the 
[pardon oft-our Mitis;” this- is be- 

|Fond the liberty of the -Goſpel.! 
" FFhis, 1s #ot- Irberty,” but looſent ff, 


SES " 


[promiſe 1:berty , are themſelves 


- Maw, I, 3533 #0 
=. Seventhly, By therr Fruits you 
{12ay kuow them, Mat/7. 16. not 
(by their leaves, but by-their fruzt, 
for the leaves may be fair, when 
| [the fruit is faulty ; Not by their 
Cloathing, but by their Carriage, tor 
that may be ſheepiſþ, when this ts 
[#avenous and deyouring: Nor by 
[their #eet-doors, but by their ſe- 
cret chambers , for the one may 
by {wept and clean, when the 0- 


this 15 1;bertyturned into a cloak of | 
|wmalicrouſneff; and they that thus| 


the Servants: of Corruption s 'See I}: 


Toy ther: 


3.6... 3 84. Sos Re 45. a as 


lisfilthinefs-of the. Sprrzet, as'well 
las ofthe Fleſh, and though. they 
[put away Fornication and Drun-: 
[kenne(s, ver if they retain Pride, 
.tand Hatred, and Malice, and 


\fies,-are zghey not Carnal > Men 


rRY tull of ſelf-denial, and 
|merey, and charity, is a conver- 


|they that walk contrary to theſe. 


ther are foul, and naſty. [There 


Wrath, and Seditions, and Here-! 


may pretend;to much Light and 
Perteftion, and Acquaintance 
with ' God, but.if they ſay, They 
ibave z0 Sir, they, are a company! 
of lyers, I Joh 1.:8.\and'1o, 
And theythat' walk 77 batred,: Jet 
them pretend . what they will. 
they walk :2 darkneſs, L: Joh. 2.9. 
and:1 1.. And.therefore look-nar- 
rowly into-their: Converſations; 
A: Converfation truly pure, and 
truly''peaceable, patient and 


| 


ſation ſaitable ro the Goſpel, but 
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A Caveat V3g Ba 


are aAiſorderly walkers. Walkers in- 
deed, ſome of themare, for they 
go $0 and fro; -and. compals: Sea 


jand' Land: to-make Proſelytes, 
{who if they come" not within 


compals of the Statute againſt /a- 
grants and Wanderers ' ( whom a 


| whip anda paſs ſhould convey to 


the place fromwhence theycame) 


YN yet they ſhould be carefully a- 
# [yoided by all thoſe that wiſh well 
' |totheir own peace,'and the good 


. 


of their: brethren.., ! 2 

Or laſtly; -Ifirhis be not the 
true meaning of that place, Adat. 
7.16. then by their fruits, we 


[muſt underfland the fruct mhich 


ws pox their Doarame-z' obterve 
what fruittheir Do&rine brings 
forth, for by that you ſhall know 


'[them. The ſcope of thetr Do- 
| Arine will help to diſcover wit 
[rhey are, If it tend #0 rhe deny:v; 


[of al Wngodline fg and Wovldly Laſts, 
| 


and 


pe Cy l— 


againſt Seducers. | 711 ? 


and to livin Godly, Righteoufh), and 
Soberl) FLA Roe pre ſent World, *tis 
well; But tf it proſe to the fireng- 
thening of the hands of ewil aoers ,| 
this-is according to the falſePro- 
phers of old, Jer. 23.14. It it 
tend to. Peace, and Love, and| 
Mercy, and'Meeknefs, 'tis well 
Bur if it-tend to Hatred, Vari- 
ance, Envy and Malice, 'it com- 
eth- of Evil; If it tend to build 
Men uy 17 thear moſt holy Faith ; If 
ſt-tend to a. phe; in Grace, and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Savi- 
UV.1a Jef E Pick: If it tend to the| 
growing upin all things :nto bm, 
which i 7s the = 1. Ce into if FreEa- 
ter _ communion with, and' con- 


formity tothe Lord Teſus:'"tis 


well, bur if ittend nor to theſe 
things, 'tis but- hay and fiubble at 


[the moſt, or elſe, 'tis a wind of 


DoRrine, empty and lighr ſtuff at 


_ |the beſt, having more of noiſe 


E1 and 
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Hgs.z0t the Authour of Confuſion, but 


| whatſoever he can for the dcfa- 
|the ruining of a flouriſhing Na- 


[be.counted, that are ſuch' Au- 


—_—— 
= 


72 y ACaveat 
andſound, than of ſoundneſs and 


blaſtering and tempeſtuous, rai; 
ſing up ſtorms of Sedition- and' 
Rebellion, and kindling the coals 


day long, though it carry with it 
never {o great a ſhew of zcal.and: 
holineſs, yet can it not procced 
from the Spirit of that God, who 
of .Peace, 1 Cor, 14. 33. But. tis 


aZlaft rather, raiſed by him, who 
1s the Prince of the power ct the 


Malice is ſuch, that he will dce 
cing of a beautifull Church, and 
tion. _ And his Agents may they 


of needleſs Contentions all the|' 


Air, whole 1ubrilty 1s ſuch, that] 

{he knows how to make Addition 

| by Subſtraction, and how-to Mul- 

\riph by Diviſion ; and whoſe 
1 


thours 
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againſt Seducers. | 75] 


hours of Confuſion, and by ſuch) 
fruits you way know them. | 
| {ducers, I have alſo ſhewed you 
and by what marks they may be 
\now conclude all with the words 


Seerng ye know theſe things before, 


Thus havel ſhewed you what 
reaſon you have to beware of Se- 


\ 
” 


how to be preſerved from them, 
known from-other Men, I will 


of St, Peter, 2 Pet. 3. I7, I8.| 


_—— 
a 
_ 


Win Grace, and in the Knowledge of our 


beware left ye alſo, being led away|' 7 
with the Errour of the Wicked, fall _ 
from your own fteadfaſineſs, But grows 


Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; To 
whove be Glory , both Now and for, 
Ever, 


£) 
$ # j 
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Blind Mans 
| MEDITATIONS 
On PSAL. 139. 12:. 


THe dark,and light, O God, ave"Tike 
Tet bow unlike, O Lord, am Ito Thee 


The dark and light, are bath alike toithes, 
Becauſe to thee the very darkislipht ; 
The day and night, are both alike to me, 


The dark's mo dark to theey. © 
The day's mn day Gan 5-54 71 


| Thou all things ſee#f, unſeen of any;* © 
[1 nothing ſee, though ſeen by many, 
There's nothing hid from thee, 
There's nothing ſeen by mie, 


(to Thee : | 
'L Sore the day and night alike tone, þ 


a ds Ot0tÞads aft 1 
I - 


—_ _ — 


Becauſe to methe very day ienighte) "| 


O bow unlike to thee! ©. © bh 


O bow unlike to thee | - 


Dg Thou 3 


: Thourt purity it ſelf, 7 all defil'd, 74 


| Thus what's my duty, is my happineff, - 
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| Alwiſe, Almighty thou, Itwice a Childe, 
] 4 blind worm,thon the moſt glorigusGod, 
Thou the moſt holy,l a finful cld, (thee 
Thou dwel'ſt in light, that light ſhadows 


O how unlike to thee ! 
Happy were , if I were like to thee 


And yet for this, thy Precept is expreſ, 
Fes thy command, I ſhould reſſemble thee, 


Fo gracious is thy goodneſi toward me,- 
Thy Precept therefore ſhould my prayer be, 
Lord makg me like to thee, - 


Father of light,from darkneſi ſet me free, 

O ſhine upon me with thy heavenly grace, 

Renew that Image, which was loſt in me, 

Make me ſo pure,that T may ſee thy face, 
Then ſhall T happy be, | 
Becauſe then like to thee. 


» : > 4 


Darkneſs doth compaſs, yet not cover me, 


Tn things wherein there may a likgneſi be ;| | 


X 


LIMI 


| ould ſeem to us, 4s if they bad not been. 


| Fithout the Light, they would be nothing worth. 


| | 48d, if the Light ber rajes did not difperſes 


Meditations.. 


THE 
BLIND MANS. 
Meditation 
On EccLies. 11. 7. 
7 & Ruly the light is wy ee ſaith Solomons 
And tis a pleaſant thing to ſee the Suls 
And wt: Þ be might 
Thus praiſe the { 'obt, . | 
which is ſo pures ſo fair, ſo bright, 


And gives ſuch Luſtre to all lovely featurety 
And was, in time and worth the firſt of Creatures. 


In the Creation God with Light beganz | 
Not for bimſelf, but for tbe uf of Man, _ 
For by the ſame ht 
we view this fra anmes 
And leara to praiſe Gods Glorious Name | 
For all bis wor þ5s, which, if they be not ſeenz ON | 


1 
Whatever wonders Art, and Coſt, bring forth, | 


Py 
— 


Both Books and Blanks, 
Piftures and Planks, 
The dark beftows in equdE ranks, 


There were no beauty in the univerſe, 


| "4 D 4 what's 


E--- 80 "he Fhind Mans 


What's dane, and bow, * ms light diſcovery bring: o 
| Light z5 the great Hiſtinguiſher of things. 


if log t and fight, be then ſo full of gladarſ,, 
5 & 


_ 


| Seem but @ very Chnos of Con. "uftan. 


Here (one alone is none) bolds true of ether, 


: And I may ſay, my worldly joy:s are pat, 
| For now my Su is ſet, 1 ſoo Joes my laſt. 


Yet why ſhould Fed be ? 
| wi nl nel 'Frouble me | ? 


"le x0t account my lo of cye- "gt, Blandnefs. 


All Colours, Faces, 
Prefſings, Laces, _ . | 
Look alikwinall dark places. + 
And without light, the world wouldzin conclſn, 


And with the light, the fpebt may well compare 
In uſe, and loſs, fhcy ds ſo joyntly ſhare. 

.- No lght, "g gt, 

. No (1ght, no tight, 
where either fails; *tis all but night. 


For both are uſeleſs, if not both togeth-r. 


muft the loſt of both abound witb ſad ſs. 
Then woe 3s me 
That cannot ſee, 
My bght and fight Fcclipſed be, 


«hier s _- f OY 
Pr that bath « darkned mind... 
If God reveal to me his rac Kindaefs, 


Thorgh 


| Though 1 be blind, yet may 1 3n ſome meaſure 


1th whoſe reſolves, Lord let me reft in peace, - 


Gompar”d to which thſe preſent dayes are nights,. . | . - | 


- 


Meditations. Tt] : 


_—. 


See the Laws wonders, and the GoFpels Treaſure. 
And bam vo lrve, ' 
Gods word doth ſull direflions give, 
with which if once my mind ealightned be, 
Ile never mare complamn, I cannot ſee. 


There are the things that do concern our peace, 
# herewith themſtlues the bleſſed Angels pleaſe, 
Thence Springs that light, 
That brings delight, 
And can redeem my Soul from night, 
And is to endle(s light preparatory ; 
The light of Grace, leads to the light of Glory. 


Aud thet*s the Inheritance of the Saints in light. . 
of which the Bluad, may yet 65taun the ſight. 
| Above the 5þyes, 
Jobs bopes did riſe, - 
Though death [bould quite conſume his eyes. 


Is hopes to ſee with better eyes than theſe. 
Sith then there be- (nary ſweeter lights, _ ; 


Lord ſhew thou me 

Tix way ts thee, > 
Fill me withhoves, thy ſace No ſee, 
And Ile not ſay, though blind, my jay6s art gour + | 
Bit rather thus, My joyes.are yet ie CON. - | 
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THE 
BLIND MANS 


LOSSE 
| GE they ſay may ſpeak, then blame not me, 
If 1rÞbewail mine own unhappineſs ; 
For I'm aloſer in an bigh degree, 
Higher, indeed, than I can well expreſs, 


Aad yet 1 know not bow to hold my peace ; 
Speaking may give a grieved mind ſome eaſe. 


My windows lately had a ſtately proſe fa 
Of bills and vales,of towns,and woods, & firlds, 
0f forts, and ſhips, and every pleaſeng objett, 
4 + bich ettber s+ye*, or earth, or ocean yields, 


I bad a Shilfull guide, that did direft me, 

I bad a watchfull g:ard, that did attend. me, 
1 bad a faithful ſcout, that did reſp: me, 
And upon all occaſions much befriend me, 
All wh h ave loft, and I that loſs bemoan, 


0 what an alteration bliad eſs brings ! 
| Through want of fight, things be not what th:y be 
windows and cyes to me be no ſuch things, 

Th: day*s no day, th: Sun's no ſun to me, 


—— 


But aow *tis loſt,apd that which adds to grieve meg|- 
*Tzs ri0t the Art of Man that can relieve me, 1 


My ſteht, my guidc,my guard, my ſcout, #s gout, 


Om. 


Pli»an'f | 


my LN -———_—— oe, x -——<_—_ x _ —— oo 2 w7——__—e._ 


"e 


| 


But fly (oy Soul). though great thy loſſes are; © 


@ | Make bim thine ewnand then thou need not care, |. 


|| Be thou-my ſhield, and 1 ſhall walk ſecurely ;. 


jBe thou my ſtrength, my light, my ſhield, my guide, |. 
|| 4nd 1ſhall neatber tray, or fall, not ſlides . ' | 


2 [2: thou ay forte, 3 hall fol me wiuer 3 | 


[Be thou my life, and 1 ſball live for:ever ; 


Meditations. 83] |} 


| Blindnef bath turn'd my windows into walls, © 
My no0#s to-night, mine eyes to uſeleſs balls, 


' | 
þ 1 have loft the aſe of all my books and papers, 
' whith were ſo belpfull to me bererofore ; 
Ihave loft the light, & now through cloudy vapout's 
| *Tis grown (0 dark, that I can work no mois 
All theſe I loſt, when once 1 lofi my fgbt., j 
Aad now * tis tame, to bid the world good meght. 


' > Thy Bleſſed Saviosr doth, not yet forſake thee, - 


His joyfull preſence will a gainer make thee, 
That* s txue indeed, to bini Fle therefore flye, 
Fs boſe flulneſs 648 my loſſes ali ſupply. - : * 

Be thou my fire oth ( 0 God ) d1 ftand id ſurely ; |. 
Be tho:s my light, and 1 ſhall find my way di 


* Be thou ny guide, and I ſhall never ſtray ;- - 


Be thou ny portion, To ner be poor ; * 


B-thou my God, and I-defire uo more ; 
Shine thon'03 me, and I ſhall necd 0 Sun, a 
Nor ſear, whilſt that art mine, tobe mndeve. BEES 

AIUDITE 


=y 


—C 
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| T-# e- Junk doth nota LG i 
1. A knowing and contented mind. 

| May.I from ignorance be free; '| +: 
| With Angels bright, 


| T be. fart; ard pd 91th bes fts, 


| 7hough difievi in their feature, Glaght,| | 
| ip hoknanledge wants, though be have bis| 


| #P here e s are loft, thee inward light 
: with rowlye 6.C6 requite them, |. 


———— 
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of dvantage 6. 
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Nor aight the want of brightneff, 
 Canturg that dark to lightneſs. 5: 
And. ſee Gods loving-Kindneſi, 


That live in light, 
WL not. \cenplaſe of blindue þ.. 


- arms a bruſh creature, 


Mindetruly wife". 
* Have. Angels eyes, . 
. tTis happy #2, be liky them. 
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'Trs isſad, I know, to loſe the fight, 
And much to be lamented; 


[Tet therein findeT gain endugh- 


To make the-blind contented ; 
For .when mine eyes could look, abroad,” 
| They ſometimes bred me danger, 
And Þwas then, 
Like many men," . 
| Atbome too much a freer. 


IWay-laid for eyes that wander, 
I7 hoſe Tooks have ofter p-ov'd'to [1 - 

No better than a pandar ; = 
Fromt all whoſe mo#' alluring baits . 

My blindneſs doth exempt me, 
What Eve bepuil'd, 

Or David foil'd, 
Hatb-nowno power to "tempt mes 


_ How meine eyes are rnidird bent -- 


Fith earneſt inquiſition, - 


4nd what's ntine own condition 
in are they rather turn'd than loft, 
. -For that, which was me fromward, 


WW EI 


But now me free from all thoſe ſnares, 


To arch and try..and know my ſelf, 


«4 Soo ey cd bt 


35. | 
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 Hath now no looks 
For other books, . 
But all my fight is homeward.. ;. 


- | Homeward, indeed, myblindueſ calls, 


My certain change foretelling, 


| For fith my windows be ſhut. up,” 


I mus} look to remove my- dwelling ; 
There iz an houſe, not-made with bands, 


| Thejoyes of whoſe fruition 


My Faith give; me. 
Good hopes to ſee; 
For the end of Faith, i Viſion, 


| 41d thither, tobe remov'd from bence, 


I maywell count a kindneſ, 
For though I bere bave lu} my fight, 
Yet there I ſhall loſe my blindneſi. 
Thus he, that out of dark, brought light, 
To bleſſings turns our Croſſes, 
Where bis love takes, . 
H#u goodneſi makes 
Ds gainers by our loſſes. 


Meditations. 87| "I 


Addreſs toBlindneſs; 


Wherein are.contained ſeyerall 


grounds of chearfull Patience for 
thoſe that be in that condition, 


VA Elcome Blindneſs, for hic ſake, 
from whom thou didft cimiſion take 

To ſeize upon my watchfull fpyes, 

And by degrees to. cloud mine eyes : 

Fecauſe thine Orders were from God, 

Pl: not repine, but kiſl my Rod, me 


No little Birds to earth decline, 
Without a Providence Divine 
| may as well conclude from thence, 
No Blindne ſt, but by Providence';::. 
All rifing thonghts I therefore ſhuz, [ 
And only ſay, Gods will be done. 


From him the Holy Lord of Might, ' 
There's nothing can proceed but right, 
1Or light om-me, but what is juſt, | : 
For what am I, but ſinfull du$t ? k + J 
h Th: ix 


hk _ _ _— 
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The -Provocation then being. from me; 
Submiſſive Patiencewill become me. 


Beſides, God would be underfiod, 

In allbe ſends, to ſeek our good, 

Hes bitter Pills intend our health, - 
And outward loffet inward wealth, 
His very Chiding comes from kindne ſ, 


[* 


With aged Eli thou did? dwell, 
4nd Father Iſaac knew thee well, 
With Jacob too thou did} abide, _ | 
| 41d other Holy men beſide, 
Whythen ſhould 1 deny ſubmiſſi 100, 


| Thy firit appearance calls thee foe 

t better known, thou ayt nit ſo 3 
At leaſt there's me of friend in thee, 
7h at the firſt there ſeems to be : 
For though the boly may Sefie thee, 
Th: ſoul mayprove-e gainer by thee. 


The clouds Ecclipſe all earth!y beauties, 
And 'y*t objtrud not boly duties ; 
For I can bear, diſcourſe, ani pray, 
WEbough thou my took my fight as 


EY a—..} Til 4 | WIG 


— 


= 


And therefore once more welcom blind nes, | 


W ben Saints bave been in my condition ? | 


wR NANO ER SSR 


My M, 


Fe 


Os | 


2 


” 


|Thy mantle maſſes up the ſight, 
| Nay, thou giv'ſt leiſure, and. occaſions 


| T hou can{} not therefore, I cofeſ, - 
| Either binder faith or holineſs. - 


That 


arty = 


. 2 editations. $9] | 


Thou rather furthereſtſuch rranſadtions 
In helping to prevent diſtractions. 


And yet obſcures no inward light, 


For many heavenly meditations, 
And can# with faith and hope agree, 
Why then ſhould I fall out with thee ? 


'Twixt faith and thee hath ever been 
Conſent ; for that's of things not ſeen ; 
A Chriſtians walkang ſuits thee right, 
For that's by faith, and not by fight ; 
And, for a Saint, the beſt ingredients 
Are hbod, winkt faith, and blind obedience 


When onceGod peaks, man ſhould be mite, 
Believe, obey, and not diſpute, - \- 7 
For of his wer the truth and right 
Hath no dependence on our fight ;; 


Nor canſt thou bar me from his love, 
Whom no mans face could ever move ; 
or of tr loving him again, 

th inviſible remain ; 


And) 


Ms 


» 
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Where blendneff (hall be turn'd to ſeeing. 


Tn Heaven, I know,there dwells no night, 
But glorious and eternal light, 

For which thou mak if me pant and pray, 
And preſſeft me to ſizh and ſay, 

10 come the time, when I ſhall never- 

Be blind at all but ſce for ever, 


Th:1t alſo teacheſt me to know . 

| The emptineſs of things below 3 

For now by thee 1 plainly find, 

That all this World is all but wind, 
Ani fromthe Scepter to the Hed, 
There's nothing worthy love but God. 


For good , and not without deſert - * 
|” | No foe to faith; or bope, or love, 
| | But rather friend to things above, 
-  |Contented 1 may well remain, 
Till Heaven reflore my ſight again,” 


T HE 


And I, thing blind; may have a being, 


In ſunme, ſeeing that from God thox art, 


; > 2 "4, þ.. WG” 
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. 


THE . 
COMPLAINT 


and the Suit of a Sinner, 


Ah Me! . 


Hat a wretch ſhould I be, 
Should I ſuffer what T ſee 
That my ſins do require | 


There be none of them ſo ſmall, 


Which for vengeance do not call, 


And for bitterneſs, and gall, 
Loſi of body, ſoul, and al 
I the pit of woe and thrall. 
"Tis #0 le ff than endleſs ſire, 
That in juſtice is thear bares 


Sin, Sin, 
With my life did begin, 


| And I have Liv'd therem. 


Al] my dazes beretofore ;, 


Meditations, og1 


wy 
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| S:ns of beart, head, hand and t ongue, F2, 


Through my life all along, *© Wl Lo 
Like a thread hawe they run Az 
Binding me to be undone; - 1G) 


Many and great are they grown, 
| * Andif Tuitice ſran the ſtore, 


4 I mut periſh eUermore. 
| Poor 3 In 
Whither now ſhall I fly © Ur 
To be ſet at liberty 


From this depth of miſery G 
'T18 not Sea, "tis not ſhear, G 
*T 7s not all the Indian o're, is 

A 
T 


'Tis not Rome ith all ber flore, 
T bat bath ſalve to cure my-ſore, 
Onely Onecan me reitore. 

To that Altar I wil fly, 

There Þle live, there 1 'le aye. 


Save, . Save, | 
| Mercy, Lord, do T crave, | 
!Other Refuge none I have, © 
But thy mercyto mmplore : 


f 


> a oe * 


—— 


_ 
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$10 look upon me through that ſide, 


|That,w 


i 
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| which the ſpear made ſo wide, 
Look on me through him that died, 
And for ſin was Crucified, 


| Grant his wounds my ſins may hide, 


And his blood croff my ſcore 
And I asb but one thing more. 


Grace, Grace, 
1n my heart do thou place, 
That I may run the race, 

Which thy Laws db require , 
Grue me, Lord, I humbly ſue, 
Grace to know, grace to as, 

Grace that may me ſo renew, 
And _—_ and perfett too, 

en death ſhall claim his due, 
Grace in Glory may expire, 
This is all my deſire, 


E fe Pa to death, P 0 woe ſaith z 
Death is the way to Life, ſo Faith, 

Thus let us think of both. Say 7, 

He that deſires to live, muſt aye. 


— 


A 
MEDITATION 


UPON THIS 


PITAPH 


pe; Ife is the way to Death, (ſaith, 
£5 Mi The common courſe of Nature 
b Death ts the way to Life, 

j T7 Wes s isa prut maintain'd by Faith. 
Even: 


EE 4 
= 


To look for an alteration ; 


[Sure grounds of Conſolation. 
ELz7: that would live, muſt dye, 


13 words they both comply, 


Thus Nature doth explain t ; 


| But *tis by both confeſt 


| 


[ 
: 


Ewen > 
May mind us men 


But againſt that day. 
"Tis wo mut lay 


So Faith and Nature both - teach, 


- And yet tn ſenſe they make breath; 
Who love this breath, 
Auſt look for death, -- 


Faith thus': who lowe 
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